
Hello Fellow Alumni, 

 

Since being on the job here officially since July 1, I can say that itõs been a pleasure 

meeting so many alumni from the past graduating classes here at Bellarmine-

Jefferson. Whether it be the Class of õ51 which had a reunion here at school on Octo-

ber 8, enjoying the reunion video for the Class of õ66 created by Stephanie Denny õ66, 

to those that I have seen at various events like our long standing regional Cross Coun-

try Invitational or football games, or simply the phone calls here at school, it has been 

great to reconnect with the past. Taking tours of the school with alumni certainly bring 

back the stories and memories when as teenagers we really started feeling our roots. The impact that 

our school had on our lives is truly special. I say this because so many of you have summarized to me 

what the school, teacher, or coach meant to you and how they had a profound effect on your life. 

 

As I walk the halls and talk with our students today, I know that the mission and philosophy of Bell- 

Jeff is having a positive effect on our students. With all the challenges that are facing our youth today, 

it is so important that the parents have a partnership with our students. The parents being the primary 

educators, are responsible for the upbringing of their sons and daughters. Over the years though 

we constantly hear about how teachers seem to be assuming more of that role. As alumni, we must 

spread the word that Bell-Jeff is a Catholic faith based school with a college prep curriculum that puts 

emphasis on character development. The values that were instilled in you at Bell-Jeff and that have 

been expressed to me by many of you are the same values that we here at school emphasize to our 

youth today. It is good to hear the positive when we hear so much negativity about the world we live in 

today. 

 

Since I last wrote to you, we have been extremely busy. From visiting over 20 elementary schools with 

our Director of Institutional Advancement, Andi Edwards, to the 450 elementary school students we had 

on campus for 8th Grader Day, and to our Open Houses (November 6 & January 8) we are redirecting 

Bell-Jeff and òrestoring the gloryó. Admission season is in full swing and we are aggressively recruiting 

students for next yearõs freshman class. Any support you can give would be appreciated, which includes 

any year-end giving that can financially be beneficial to both you and your alma mater. 

 

In closing, I wish all alumni a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Please stop by at any time to 

say hi and relive the memories of your high school days. Weõd be happy to show you around. 

 

All The Best, 

 

John Matheus ô72 

Principal 

A Letter From Our Principal Mr. John Matheus 

Special points of interest: 

Letter from Principal John 

Matheus 

Update from Andi Edwards 

Golf Tournament registra-

tion information 

Guard Athletics   

Inside this issue: 

Letter from Andi Edwards 2 

Athletic News 3 

Santa Fe/Santa Cruz All League 

Winners Announced 

3 

Golf Tournament 4-5 

Alumni Updates 6 

Alumni Board Meeting 7 

Dates To Remember 7 

Alumni NewsletterðWinter Edition 



A Message From the Director of Institutional Advancement 

Page 2 

Dear Guard Alumni, 
 
It was wonderful to meet so many of you at Homecoming... very special to have 'legacy' guests. The 
memories are priceless...and, those 'stories'! 
 
The last two months have been busy on & off campus. Mr. Matheus, faculty, students and I have been 
recruiting the 2012-2013 Freshman Class at middle-school High School Education Nights, near and far. 
We feel confident that Bell-Jeff offers an academic, balanced program that will help students reach their 
high school goals and provide the necessary foundation for college. 
Bell-Jeff is excited to announce a partner-program with Woodbury University.  Woodbury Univer-
sity offers competitive, fully accredited programs. Junior and Senior Classes will have an opportunity to 
study at the college level and Freshman and Sophomores will be eligible for workshops brought to our 
campus. 
 
Warner Bros. has invited Bell-Jeff to participate in their 'Reach' program, to include internships. 
Burbank City Planner, Mike Flad, visited Bell-Jeff and suggested long-term, mutual ways to link the City of 
Burbank and our campus. 
 
We are blessed with great neighbors who appreciate the value  
of both a Bell-Jeff education and ministry. 
 
Merry  Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
Andi Edwards 
Director of Institutional Advancement 
818 972-1408 
 

Where are they Now 

Don Shirley '50 & Carol (Byrne) Shirley '59 will be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary on Nov. 6, 2011 in La 

Habra, CA. Our 5 children, all married with their own families all live within a half-hour drive from us & will be there for 

more family pictures. 

Robert Yates ó55 & Sandi Spera ó55. We just celebrated our 54th wedding anniversary. We have been retired 13 

years and live in Palm Desert CS. We both are in good health and play golf 2-3 times a week. Sandi is also very ac-

tive in quilting and sewing. We have two daughters, 7 grandchildren and 1 great grand daughter.  

Jason Phelps & wife Mullany  (Richmond)  Phelps  ó98 gave birth to their first child, a daughter named Clara Coleen 

on June 29th at 10:44am. Weighing  9 lbs 15.8 oz. She is healthy and beautiful and we are so in love with our little 

miracle! 

Pictured are 

Principal 

Matheus 

and Andi 

Edwards 

with a visit-

ing alumni 

group. 

tel:818%20972-1408


Lady Guard Volleyball 

Your Lady Guards earned 

their 6th consecutive league 

title.  After finishing league 

with a perfect record of 8-0 

the Guards qualified for the 

CIF quarter-finals round to 

take on Hemet High School. 

The Lady Guards fought in 5 

action packed games but 

fell short in the end. Though 

the Guards are losing their 

League MVP, Jocelyn 

Cervantes, Coach Miguel 

Segura is optimistic about 

next season.  

Girls Basketball 

The Lady guards are poised 

to pursue their 6th consecu-

tive league title.  After a dis-

appointing Semi Final ap-

pearance in 2011 CIF play-

offs the Guards are hungrier 

than ever. Led by an out-

standing senior class of vet-

erans your Lady Guards are 

sure to make you proud. 

Jasmine Smith has signed a 

national letter of intent to 

play basketball at San Jose 

State University on a full 

athletic scholarship. More 

seniors are expected to sign 

scholarship offers  in the 

coming months.  

Boys Basketball 

Last season the boys bas-

ketball team won the Santa 

Fe League title. This was the 

Guardsõ first title in 13 

years. With Coach Andrade 

back at the helm, the 

Guards are bound to have 

another successful season. 

Stay tuned for more Guard 

basketball action.   
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The following Guards have been recognized for their  hard work, determination, and dedication in 

athletics. Congratulations to our Guards for  their all-league awards.  

Jocelyn Cervantes ðGirls Volleyballð Santa Cruz League MVP 

Charles Salomon-Cross Countryð Santa Fe League Most Valuable Runner and League Finals Champ 

Nathan Guzman ðCross Countryð Santa Fe League 1st team 

Gabriel Ellman-Cross Countryð Santa Fe League 1st Team 

Mackenzie Dowling-Cross Country-Santa Cruz League 1st Team 

Sarah Alas-Viana-Cross Countryð Santa Cruz League 2nd Team 

Taryn Nelson-Volleyballð Santa Cruz League 1st Team 

Samantha CasarezðVolleyball-Santa Cruz League 1st Team 

Amanda Maalouf-Volleyball-Santa Cruz League 2nd Team 

Mariah Bankhead-Volleyball-Santa Cruz League 2nd Team 

Joshua Martinez-Football_Santa Fe League 1st Team 

Demetri Moreno-Football-Santa Fe League 2nd Team 

Mitch Kellog-Football-Santa Fe League 2nd Team 

Santa Fe/Santa Cruz All League Teams Announced 

Iõm happy with the way they worked 

this season. We are very well built 

for next year. Iõm excited even 

though we lose a great senior in 

Jocelyn Cervantes. Iõm looking 

forward to getting our 7th title next 

season.  

Miguel Segura 

Head Girls Volleyball Coach 

Cross Country 

The boys and girls cross 

country teams completed 

another successful season. 

The boys team was led by 

Charles Salomon who was 

the Most Valuable Runner 

and League Finals Champ. 

On the girls side young run-

ners led the way advancing 

freshman MacKenzie 

Dowling to the CIF prelims.  

 

.  

 

For our most current news & 

schedules please visit  

www.bell-jeff.net 
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A 60 year anniversary reunion of the BJ High School class of 1951 was held on Saturday October 29, 2011 in St. Eleanor Hall at BJ 

High School from 6:30 P.M. to 11:00 P.M. with Carl Nicchitta and his wife Maria catering the celebration dinner from their Carusoôs 

restaurant with some delicious Italian food.  

As in their 50 year anniversary reunion, BJ graduates from other classes were invited. Attending from the Class of 1951 were gradu-

ates Carol (Amato) Hamilton and companion Ernie Griffef, Manuel and Christine Armendariz, Lorraine(Bodner) and Maurice 

Weis, Janet (Brown) Lee, Dede (Dourisboure) Moss, Carl and Maria Nicchitta, Dan and Bernie (Porterfield) Savant, Ray 

Swain, Mary Ann (Volturo) and Albert Barringer and Josie Sullivan (Johanna Stork).  

Attending from the Class of 1949 were Angie (Brown) Dickinson, John and Jean Coleman and Marge (Wells) Lauerman. Present 

from the Class of 1950 were John and Norah Flynn, Al and Pat Madrid, Gordon Marhoefer, Dick and Sheila Schmitz and Joe 

Wells. Also in attendance from the Class of 1952 were Jane (Whittet) Tiffany, Mike Flynn, Dorothy (Basolo) Sinclair and Phyllis 

(Hamilton) Saldutti,  

John Matheus, principal of BJ High School was present to welcome the reunion participants and inform them of his new mission and 

plans for the high school. His presentation was very informative and inspiring.  

A last minute emergency prevented Sylvia (Scully) Hanley from attending. Also regrets, greetings and warm wishes were sent in by 

Joanne (Genthon) Eberle, Dick Doyle, Jane (Davis) LaMonica, Ken Siberz, Warren Bowen, John Morrison, Jim Bucci, John OôBrien, 

Don Mangus and Tom Mangus.  

Much camaraderie was displayed by everyone in attendance during a very enjoyable evening. 
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Planning Your Reunion? 

Re-unite on the campus where it all 

started. Bell-Jeff would gladly offer use of 

beautiful St. Eleanor Hall for your Reun-

ion needs.  

 

Donõt wait. Lets get started today! 

We can help you get the word out. 

 

Email us at jjohnson@bell-jeff.net  

Contact (818)972-1401 

Just Announced 

Class of ô79 

The class of ô79 will be having their 33rd reunion  

on July 20, 2012.  

Dust off your dancing shoes. There will be dinner and 

dancing. $75 per person hosted at Burbank Marriott.  

 

More Information contact:  

Carlah (Owings) Schneider  (805)371-9796  

Email: nursecarlah@hotmail.com 

Pictured left and 

right are two of our 

proud alumni 

groups visiting the 

Guard House.  


